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To attain this desirable goal, he would have all civic truths that are discussed 
in the classroom tested out in such laboratories as the home, the school, the 
playground, and the neighborhood. Some of the civic truths around which 
the discussion in the book centers and which are to be incorporated into the 
everyday lives of the pupils are: co-operation rather than criticism is the 
essential thing in a democracy; willingness to do one's part is absolutely 
essential to American citizenship; citizens must understand the ways and 
means of carrying out the purposes of government; "progress in government 
has been the result of persistent effort through a long period of time"; and 
citizens must acquire the habit of thinking about problems of government in 
relation to the fundamental law of the land. Inasmuch as such truths as these 
form the foundation upon which the book is made, one is not surprised to 
find it made up largely of material relating to government and politics. The 
idea back of Mr. Finch's text is a commendable one, and the success of the 
book in the hands of the ordinary class teacher will be watched with interest. 



The history of literature. — Those who believe that it is better to study 
things than to study about things will be interested in a recent English text 1 
which assumes that this is the best way for boys and girls to gain a true insight 
into the history of literature. This volume is the first to appear of a series of 
anthologies edited by Dr. James F. Hosic. It is intended for pupils in the 
third or fourth years of high school. It consists of a collection of material for 
study classified under the following types: "Narrative Poetry," "Lyric 
Poetry," "Dramatic Poetry," "The Essay," "Prose Fiction," and "The 
Oration." With few exceptions each of these groups is accompanied by 
illuminating introductions, suggestions for study, and references for additional 
readings along similar lines. Dr. Hosic contributes a general introduction, 
and Miss Rich furnishes a letter to the student which contains valuable 
directions for the use of the text. 

Some teachers will regard it as unfortunate that Miss Rich, by grouping 
masterpieces under literary types rather than in accordance with content or 
historical period, emphasizes form rather than spirit. There are obvious 
advantages in such an arrangement, however, and a skilful teacher can guard 
against the dangers involved. The selections are chosen not only to convey 
an appreciation of the history of English literature, but to awaken a genuine 
delight in its manifold phases. The book meets a real need. 

Howard C. Hill 



High-school methods. — The scarcity of textbooks in the field of high-school 
methods is itself assurance of a widespread interest in any contribution to this 
body of literature which comes from an authoritative source. The most recent 

1 Mabel Irene Rich, A Study of the Types of Literature. New York: Century 
Co., 1921. Pp. xxv+540. 
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addition 1 of this kind is in reality a discussion of general methods in large part, 
but is presented as a text in special methods of high-school instruction. While 
there is little in Professor Foster's book which one would call new, it contains 
many practical suggestions which are the result of actual experience in a 
number of teaching and administrative positions. 

The book opens with a discussion of the meaning of method and the prin- 
ciples underlying methods of teaching in secondary schools. The treatment 
of the general problem of high-school teaching includes the usual topics of 
aims of instruction, lesson development, the recitation mode, the question, 
standards and measurements in instruction, etc. At the end of each chapter 
appear questions for discussion and suggestions for supplementary reading. 
An appendix presents sample lesson plans in physical geography, algebra, 
United States history, Spanish, English, and home economics. While the 
discussion and the lesson plans seem somewhat out of date, the book as a whole 
offers material which will be of considerable assistance to both experienced and 
inexperienced teachers. 

History of the American public school. — It is the belief of the writer of a 
recent book 2 on the history of education that historical perspective is indis- 
pensable to an adequate comprehension of present-day education in America. 
To give this necessary perspective, the author confines his attention largely to 
the historical phases of the American public school system. Barring a chapter 
on Rousseau, one on Pestalozzi, and one on Herbart and Froebel, the entire 
discussion deals with American education from colonial times to the present. 

As a whole, the work is very elementary in character. The author states 
that it is merely an attempt to arrange the material as set forth in the secondary 
sources in such a way as to meet the needs of normal-school students. The 
general plan followed throughout the book is to present a brief discussion of a 
great many topics. This procedure makes the book appear encyclopedic, 
somewhat dry, and rather formal. No additional references are suggested to 
elaborate the author's treatment of the numerous topics included. 
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